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AN ACT TO REPEAL THE POLICE SERVACE ACT AND THE
POLICE ACT BY ESTABLISHING NEW PROVISIONS
WITH REFERENCE TO THE CONSTITUTION, ORGANIZATION, FUNCTIONS
AND POWERS OF THE ROYAL BAHAMAS POLICE FORCE; TO ESTABLISH
A POLICE COMPLAINTS INSPECTORATE AND FOR PROVISIONS AND MATTERS
| - CONNECTED THERETO.
) (Dot Pesendt - Uz @CQ

Enacted by the Parliament of The Bahamas.

PART 1
PRELIMINARY
Short title and 1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Police Force Act, 2009.
commencement. (2)  This Act shall come into operation on such date as the Minister

may appoint by notice published in the Gazette, and different dates may be so appointed
for different provisions. .
. Interpretation. 2. Inthis Act- | .
| “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Police;
“constitution™ means the‘numbe-r: of police officers in each rank
~ or grade as may be authorised undet section 5 of this Act:
“contracted officer” means a pOlige officer of or below the
rank of sergeant ; |

“Force” or “F orces”- (wherever the context requires) means

' the Royal Bahamas Pohce Force as contmued under .

sectlon 3 ofthxs Act




“member of the Force” means any police officer

employed under this Act;
~“Minister” means the Minister responsible for the Royal

Bahamas Police Force;

“police officer” means any member of the Royal Bahamas
Police Force under section 5 of this Act;

“police station” means any place appointed by the Commi-
ssioner to be a police station;

“Reserve” means the Royal Bahamas Police Force Reserve
maintained under Part VIII of this Act;

“reserve police officer” means an officer of the Reserve;

“Schedule” means a schedule to this Act.

- PART H
'FUNCTIONS AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Continuation 3. ( 1) The existing force of the Royal Bahamas Police Force shall
of continue to be maintained under the provisions of this Act and shall be called
establishment. The Royal Bahamas Police Force,

(2)  All persons who immediately before the commencement of this
Act held or were acting in the office of members of the Force shall be deemed to be
S _ _ employed under this Act and continue to hold or act in the said office. .
rFuncti_o.ns. - B _ 4. . (1) The Force shall be employed in and throughout The Bahamas
| B | for the mamtenanee of law and order, the preservation of peace, the preventlon and
- detecuon of crlme the apprehension of offenders and the enforcement of all laws
| w1th Wthh itis char ged. For the performance of these dutles it shall be lawful for |
police ofﬁcers to be lssued with, and to carry, such arms and ammunition as the

Commissioner may direct.

Constitution 5. -(]) TheForoe shall consist ofsuch nurnbers ofpohce ofﬁcers o

- ofthe Foree, ™ i the ranks’ speeiﬁed in the First Schedule, as may from _ﬁme to tlme be authorl- o



First _ _
- Schedule. - : -s-e'd By Parliament and enrolled in the Force. _

(2)  When authorising the establishment of the Force, account
_shéll be taken of the organisation of the Force and the number of police officers
and reserve police officers that the Commissioner considers necessary for the

operational needs of the Force.

PART 1
THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF POLICE AND THE
DEPLOYMENT OF THE FORCE

“Office of 6. (1) The Commissioner shall have the command, superintende-
Commissioner. nce, direction and control of the Force and shall be ex-officio Provost Marshall.

' (2) The Commissioner shall provide the Minister, on request,
with verbal or written reports, as required, on any matter within the Commlssm—
ner’s responsibilities as defined in this Act.

(3) Any Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner who
retires, by virtue of length of service, and receives retirement pay or gratuity shall
retain his commission and title and thereafter be addressed as “Commissioﬁer of
Police, Retired” or “Deputy Commissioner of Police, Retired.”
Tenure ' . .7. : (1) Power to make appomtments to any office in the Force and

, ofthe - to rcmove and to exercise d1301plmaly control over any person holdmg or actmg

‘Commi- . ~inany such office qhall be exercised in all respects in accordance with Arncles
ssfoner . X ]19 120 and 121 of the Constltutzon
.- or : o o | o (2) The person who is appomted as Commlssmner of Police.
Depljty - - . _or Deputy Commxssmner of Pohce shall oceupy such office for a period of five
g Ccni'm.i—. B ~ years from the date of his appointment or such shorter period as determmed by
' . ssibne_rl " the Governor- General acting on the rcc:ommendatmn of the Prime Minister .
-‘ of ' : :after consulh‘uon W1th the Leader of the Opp051t10n

P“llce (3) “The term in office as specified in subsectlon (2) may
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be extended at the expiry thercof for a period not exceeding five years by the
Governor-General acting on the recommendatlon of the Prime Minister after
consult'itlon with the Leader of the Opposmon

8. Save as may be otherwise provided by the Cohstitution, any

act or function which may lawfully be done, ordered or performed by the

Commissioner may with his authority be done, ordered or performed by the

‘Deputy Commissioner or any Assistant Commissioner.

.9- o

prepare for the Minister a plan setting out the proposed arrangements for the policing of

Before the beginning of each year the Commissioner shall,

- The Bahamas during that year (which plan shall be referred to as the Commissioner’ s

~ Policing Plan).

~{2)  The Commissioner’s Policing Plan shall include a statement _

of the Force’s priorities for the year, of the financial and human resources expected

10 be available, and of the propbsed broad allocation of those resources, and shall
give particulars of -
(a) the Force’s objectives;
(h) the Force’s performance targets.
_ 10. (D Within six months after the end of each year the Commi-

ssioner shall prepare a report relating to the implementation of the Policing

- Plan, which report shall be known as the Commissioner’s Report,

(2) A Commissioner’s Report shall include an assessment _
of the extent to which the Commissioner’s Policing Plan for that year has
been carried out, -

I 1; (O The Commissioner may issue operat10nal and administrative

rorders to be caIled Force Standmg Orders, for the general control, direction and

' mformatlon of the Force,

(2)  The Force Standmg Orders and amendments existing prior

L to the - coming into operation of this Act shall continue in force until such time as the

~ new or amended Force Standing Orders have been made.
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12. (1)  Members of the Force shall be deployed in such numbers,

- and to such places and with such assignments as the Commissioner may from time

to time direct.

7 (2) Where the Commissioner proposes to transfer a member of
the Férce to another island, the Commissioner shall, except where the circumstances
warrant otherwise or the exigencies of the Force do not permit, give not less than

thirty days notice to such member of such transfer.

- PART 1V
APPOINTMENTS AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE

13. A warrant card in such form as may be prescribed by the Commissioner,

signed by such officer of or above the rank of Assistant Superintendeht as may be

authorised by the Commlssmner in that behalf, shall be issued to every pohce

officer and shall be ev:dence of his appomtment under this Act.

14.° (1)  Every member of the Force shall, on appointment, take and
subscribe to the oath or affirmation of office set out in the Third Schedule to this

Act,

" (2)  The Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner shall take such

~ oaths before the Governor-General. Every other member of the Force shall take

the oath prescribed before the Commissioner or other person designated by the
Commissioner. _ _
15.. (1)  -Subject to the provisions of this Act, a contracted officer shall be

appomted mmally for a period of two years.

7 2y . A contracted officer’s employment may be termmated at any time
in accordance with section 21 of this Act. . '
16. (1) Subject to the satisfactory completion of the period required

under section 15 of this Act, a contracted ofﬁcer may be re- engaged for a period not

: thc completlon of thlrty yea1s or thc attalnment of the age of ﬁfty years, wh1cheve1 is the :
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- (2)  Nothing in subsection (1) shall prevent the re-engagement of

~ any contracted officer mentioned in that subsection successively from year to year for a

period not exceeding a total of ten years after the completion of thirty years or the
attainment of the age of fifty years, whichever is the sooner.

| 3 Before any officer may be re-engaged under this sectjon he shall
be declared mentally and physically fit, by the police surgeon appointed under section }7

to cairy out the duties of a police officer and shall sign a re- engagement paper as set out

in the Fourth Schedule to this Act.

(4)  The period for which every contracted officer shall be en gaged to
serve shall not include periods of absence from duty on account of desertion or
imprisonment for misconduct. .

17. A duly registered medical practitioner appointed by the Minister

shall be appointed police surgeon to the Force, whose duty it shall be to give the

- necessary medical and surgical attendance to every member of the Force.

18. (D Every member of the Force may be treated as may be directed
by the police surgeon, free of charge at any hospital managed by the Public Hospitals
Authority or any government owned health facility. |

19. (1)  The Minister shall establish a Medical Board for the purpose of -
determining the fitness of police officers to continue service and any other medical or
physical matter as directed by the Comrhissiont_ar.

(@) The Boé_rd shall consist of:
(a) a Chairman who is_a'regi_stered medfcal prac_titidner appointed
K under the Me_dical Act; ' ' .
by a price foicer of or above the rank of Assistant Superintendent;
© any othér registered health professional nominated by the |
Minister of .Health B

20 ' (1) Every contracted officer upon completlon of the period for

_ Wthh he shaIl have been engaged to serve, shall be entitled to a certificate of

dlscharge
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'(2') Where such officer expresses his wish not to be re-engaged
he shal] recelve a certificate of discharge no later than two weeks or at such later
time as is reasonably practicable after the expiration of his contract.
' (3) Subject to subsection (2) every contracted officer shall,
until he receives a certificate of discharge, remain subject to all provisions of this Act.
{4 A discharge certificate shall be signed by the Commissioner |
or Deputy Commissioner and shall serve as evidence of a contracted officer’s discharge
from the Force.
2. (D Subject to the provisions of the Constitution, a police officer
of or above the rank of Inspector may be discharged by the Governor-General
acting in accordance with the advice of the Police Service Commission, and a
contracted officer may be ci_ischarged by the Commissioner when -
| (a) he is pronounced by a medical board to be mentally or
‘. physically unfit;
(b) - he has been sentenced to dismissal for misconduct;
(c) the Commissioner is satisfied that the contracted officer
is unlikely to become or has ceased to be an efficient or
effective police officer or for any other reason his discharge is
gieemed necessary in the public interest: or
(d)  heis found guilty by a court of law of a criminal offence.

(2)  Any police officer aggrieved by a decision of the Commissicner

under the provisions of this section may appeal to the Governor General within seven

days after such decision is made, and the Governor General shall in determining any
such appeal, ect in accordance with the advice of the Police Service Commission.

o ) (3) Where a contracted officer wishes to terminate his contract durmg
the peuod of engagement the Commlsstoner may discharge the police officer, if the
Commissioner deems there are extenuatmg circumstances that justify the d1sehalge _

22, Any member of the Force whose period of service expires during a state of

war, msurrectlon hosuhtles or other emergency, mdy be retained 'md h1s serv1ees

'--*--extended for such perlod Ay the’ Govermior-General may “direct.”
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23. When a member of the Force ceases for any reason to belong to
to the Force, all powers and authorities vested in him shall immediately

cease and determine, and he shall deliver over to such person and at such time

“and place as may be ordered by the Commissioner all arms, ammunition,

accoutrements, clothing, appointments, warrant card and other equipment,

which may have been supplied to him by virtue of and for the execution of

“his office, or their value under penalty upon summary conviction before any

Magistrate of a fine of five hundred dollars or imprisonment not exceeding
ninety days and in addition may be liable to pay the value of the property not delivered
up which value shall be ascertained by a Magistrate and shall be recoverable as a fine,
24. Any police officer who pawns, sells, loses by negligence,
spo:ls or makes away with the whole or any portion of his arms, clothing, accoutreme-
nts, appointments or any government property whatsoever shall, in addition to any
other punishmehl_s or peﬁalties, be liable to make good the amount of such damage or
loss by stoppages from his salary, allowance or other emoluments. |
25. No police officer shall, while he holds such appointment, engage
in any private business, trade or other commercial activity without the consent in
writing of the Commissioner.
26. The Police Staff Association established under the Royal

Bahamas Police Staff Association Act 1997, shall continue to represent the

~ interests of police officers.

27. (1) It shall not be lawful for any pollce officer to be or become

- a member of any Prohibited Association.

(2} - If any police officer becomes a member of any Prohlblted

Assocmtlon aﬁer it has become a Prohlblted Association under the provisions of

' paragraph (d) of section 28 of thls Act, such police officer, the association and every

“officer of the assomatlon who 1s knowingly a party to the admission, enrolment or

continuance of membershlp of such police officer to or in the association, shall be liable

'on summary conviction to a fine of five hundrcd dollars for each offence

" 28 Torthe purposes of this Part of this Act a prohlblted association
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29 )

‘any trade union or any body or association affiliated to

“a trade union; or

any body or association the object or one of the objects of which is

1o control or influence conditions of employment in any trade or

profession; or

any body or association the object or one of the objects of which is

to control or influence the p'ay, pensions or conditions of service of
the members of the Force, other than any body or association

which may be constituted and regulated by regulations made under
this Act; |

any body or association declared by the Minister to be a prohibited
association on the grounds that the aims or activities of such body

or association are calculated to promote feelings of ill-will and

- hostility between different classes or races or to be subversive of

good discipline on the part of a member of the Force.

It shall not be lawful for any Prohibited Association to permit

any police officer to receive any benefit, financial or otherwise, from the

association or for any such association to receive any money from a police

officer.

(2)

If there shall be any contravention of the provisions of this

scctlon the pohce officer, the association and every officer of the association who is

knowmgly a party to such contravention shall be liable, on summary conviction,

toa fme of ﬁve hundred dollars for each offence

30. ' Nothmg in this Part shall derogate from the provisions of the Royal

B _ Bahamas Pohce Staff Association Act, 1997.

PART \

, POWERS DUTIES AND PRVILIGES OF POLICE OFFICERS



‘Powers and
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police officers.

.(1) The members of the Force shall have all power.s' authorities,
privileges, advantages and immunities and be liable to such duties and resp0n31b111tles _
as constables and peace officers now have or hereafter may be invested with, either -
by common law, or by virtue of any Act now or hereafter to be in force in The
Bahamas, or as may be directed and lmposed by any regulations made under this Act:

Provided that if any question shall arise as to the rlght of any member of the

- Force to hold or execute his office, common reputation shall to all intents and purposes

be deemed and held sufficient evidence of such right, and it shall not be hecessary to
produce arfy appointment, or any oath, affidavit or other documents or matter whatso-
ever to prove any qualification in support of such right. |

(2)  Without prejudice (o the generality of the foregoing or any other
provision of this Act, a police officer may, without a warrant, arrest a person-

(a) he reasonably suspects of having committed an offence;

(b) alleged to have committed aggravated assault in any case in
which he reasonably believes that the assault has been
committed although not in his presence, and that by reason
of the recent commission of the offence a warrant could not
have been obtained for the apprehension of the offender;

() who commits a breach of the peace in his presence;

(d) who obstructs a police officer while executing his duty;

(e) who has escaped or attempts to 'escape from lawful
custddy;
(H in whose possession anything that may reasonably be

suspected to be stolen property is found or who may
reasonably be suspected of having committed an offence
with reference to that prope_rty;

() whom he finds iﬁ any place between the hours
of eight o’clock in the evening and five o’clock in the

morning and whom the police officer suspects upon
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reasonable grounds of having committed or being
about to commit a felbny; ) | o
(h)  found between the hours of e:ight o’dock in the évening
and five o’clock in the morning having in his posséssion,
-without lawful excuse, any house breaking implement;
(i) for whom he has reasonable cause to believe that a warrant .
of arrest has been issued.
(3) A member of the Force shall perform such duties as the
Commissioner may direct. | |
(4)  Every police officer shall exercise such powers and perform
such duties as are by law conferred or imposed on police officers, and shall obey all
lawful direction in respect of the execution of his office which he may frbm time

to time receive from any competent authority.

&) For the purposes of this Act and any other law, police officers

shall be deemed to be always on duty when required to act as such.

32. Subject to section 103 of the Penal Code and without prejud'ice
to the powers conferred upon a police officer by this Act or any other law,
it shall be tawful for any police officer, and for all persons whom he shall
call to his assistance, to arrest without a warrant any person who within view of any
such police officer shall offend in any manner against any law and who when
requested by such police officer so to do, refuses to give his name and address
or gives a name and address which such officer has reason to believe is false.
| 33 Where criminal proceedings are not instituted agamst a
person searched or such person is dxscharged or acqumed by a court, any weapon,

substance or other article seized shall be returned to the pcrson pr0v1ded itis

~ lawful for that person to possess the article.

34. (1) - Exceptas provided by this Section, no police officer may take an
intimate sample from a person without the appropriate consent.

(2) Consent to the taking of an intimate sample must be given in



samples, = - writing, 7 7
(3) A medical practitioner may on the directionof a police officer,
take an intimate sample from a pelson without the approprlate consent if authorlsed

by a Magistrate.

(4) A Magistrate may only give an authorisation under subse.ct'ion
(3) if he has reasonable grounds for -
(a) suspecting the involvement of the person froni
whom the sample is to be taken in an indictable offence;
and |
(b} believing that the sample will tend to confirm or
disprove his involvement.
(5) A Magistrate shall give an authorisation in writing,
(6)  Where - |
(a) an authorisation has been given; and
(b) it is proposed that an intimate sample éhall be taken in
pursuance of the authorisation,
the police officer shall inform the person from whom the sample is
to be taken of the -
(1) giving of the authorisation; and
(iiy  grounds for giving it.

(7)  Where an intimate sample is taken from a person, the autho-
risation by virtue of which it was taken shall be recorded as soon as is practicable after
the sample is taken. _ | | _

(8)  Where an intimate sample is taken from a person detained
at a pollce station, the matters requlred to be recorded by subsectlon (7) shall be recorded

in his detention record.

(9) An mt1mate sample may onIy be tdken from a person by a
registered medical practitioner. _
(10) Forthe purpdses’ of this section medical practitioner includes -

(a) a medical technician;



Power to
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(b) a medical technologist;
(©) a medical office assistant;
(d) a nurse, |
(e) an emergency medical technician;)and
(O a phlebotomist. | |
35 (D) Except as provided by this sec_tion; a non-intimate sample
may not be taken from a person without his consent.
2 Consent to the taking of a non-intimate sample must be
given in writing.
(3) A police officer may take a non-intimate sample from a person
withdut the appropriate consent if - _
(a) he 1s in police detention or is being held in custody by
the police; and
(b)  aMagistrate authorises it to be taken without the
appropriate consent, _
(4) A Magistrate may only give an authorisation under subsection 3
if he has reasonable grounds for -
(a) suspecting the involvement of the person from which
the sample is to be taken in an indictable offence; and
(b)  believing that the sample will tend to confirm or disprove
his involvement, |
(5} A Magistrate shall give an authorisation under subsection (3) in
writing. |
| (6)  Where-
(a). an authorisation has been given; and
(b) it is proposed that a non-intimate sample shall be taken in
pursuance of the authorisation,
a police officer shall inform the person from whom the sampié isto

be taken of the -

(i) giving of the authorisation; and . ,



Destruction

of samples,

(i)  grounds for giving it. _
(7)  The duty imposed by subsection (6)(b)(ii) above includes a
duty to state the nature of the offence in which it is suspected that the person from
whom the sample is to be taken has been involved.
(8)  Where a non-intimate sample is taken from a person by’
virtue of subsection (3) the -
(a) authorisation by virtue of which it was taken; and
(b)  grounds for giving the authorisation,
shall be recorded as soon as is practicable after the sample is taken.
(9)  Ifanon-intimate sample is taken from a person at a police
station, the matters required to be recorded by subsection (8) shall be recorded in
his detention record. |
36. (1)  Where-
(a) samples are taken from a person in connection with the
investigation of an offence; and
(b) he is cleared of that offence, the samples must be destroyed
as soon as 1s practicable after the conclusion of the
proceedings.
(2) Where -
(a) samples are taken from a person in connection with such an
investigation; and
(b) 1t is decided that he shall not be prosecuted for the _
offence and he has not admitted it the samples must be
destroyed as-soon as is practicable éfter that decision is
~ taken. '
(3)  Where - _ 7
{a) samples are taken from a person in connection with the
| investigation of an offence; and

(b) that person is no longer suspected of having committed the

- offence, the Samples must be deétrqyed assoonasthey -



- Definitions,

have fulfilled the purpose for which they were taken

37. In sections 34 and 35 of this Act -

“appropriate consent” means -

(a)

(b)

(c)

in relation to a person who has attained the age of

18 years, the consent of that person;

- in relation to a person who has not attained the age

of 18 years but has attained the age of 14 years, -the
consent of that person and his parent or guardian;
and

in relation to a person who has not attained the age

of 14 years, the consent of his parent or guardian;

“Intimate sample” means-

(a)
(b)
(©)

(d)
()
()

a sample of venous blood;

a sample of semen,;

a sample of other tissue fluid obtained by breaking
the skin;

pubic hair;

a dental impression;

a swab taken from a person’s genitals or any body

orifice;

“non-intimate” sample means a -

@
®
©)

@

sample of hair other than from a person’s genital

area,

sample taken from a nail or from under

a nail;

“sample taken from or under a finger or toe;

© swab taken from any part of a person’s

body other than a part from which a swab
for an intimate sample will be taken;

saliva sample;



Power to take

photographs

and fingerprints.

(f) - urine sample.

38. (1)  Apolice officer may take and record, for the purposes of
identification, measurements, photographs and {ingerprints and palm
impressions of any person in custody.

(2) Where measurements, photographs, fingerprints and palm
impressions are taken of a person who has not previously been convicted of a
criminal offence ahd criminal proceedings are not instituted against such a person
or such person is discharged or acquitted by a court, all such photographs,
fingerprints and palm impressions shall be destroyed.

(3)  Any person who refuses to submit to the taking and
recording of his measurements, photographs, fingerprints or palm print impressions
shall be taken before a magistrate who, on being satisfied that such a person is in
lawful custody, shall make such order as he thinks fit authorising a police officer

to take the photographs, fingerprints and palm print impressions of such person.

Power to 39. (1) Where a person is arrested without warrant and charged with
release an offence in respect of which a magistrate may grant bail, a police officer in charge of a
personls police station may, if he considers it prudent, release such person on bail, with or without
on bail. sureties, upon his recognizance to appear at a specified time and date at a Magistrate’s court

to answer the said charge, and every recognizance so taken shall be as if the same had been

taken before a magistrate.

(2)  The name, address and occupation of the party and his

surety or sureties, if any, entering into such recognizance under subsection (D)

together with the condition thereof, and the sums respectively acknowledged, shall

Vbe'entered in a book to be kept for that purpose, which shall be laid before the

Magistrate present at the time and place when and where the party is required to

appear.

,(3) Where the party under subsectlon (4) does not appear

~ at the time and pIace requlred or within one hour of the expn ation of such time, the

Magistrate may declare the recognizance to be forfeited and enforce payment

Ch. 42, of the sum thereunder in the manner provided by the Magistrates Act, in the case



of recognizances taken under that Act and subject to the provision in the said Act
as to cancellation of forfeiture on security being givenr _
NE) Where a person appears on behalf of the party not appea—
ring, to postpone the hearing of the charge, the magistrate may extend the reco gnizance
-~ to such further time as he shall appoint, and when the matter shall be heard and

determined either by the dismissal of the complaiht or by binding the party over to
answer the matter thereof at the court or other court of justice having jurisdiction in
respect of the offence or otherwise, the recognizances for the appearance of the party
before the Magistrate shall be discharged without fee or reward.

Recogniza- 40.  In every recognizance entered into as referred to under

nce to section 39, the time at which the party entering into such recognizance is to appear

state time before a Magistrate shall be specified in the condition of such recognizance, to be

for at the next sitting of such Magistrate, and the hour named shall be one at which
appeara- such Magistrate usually sits for the discharge of his magisterial duties.

nce of

parties.

Search 41. (D) For the purposes of subscctions (1), (2) and (3) it shall be
of lawful for any police officer without a warrant to enter and search any premises

premises, for any property which the police officer has reasonable cause to suspect has been
stolen, unlawfully obtained, and to remain there for so long as may be necessary to
'carry out such search, provided that -
(a) there is good reason to believe that the'delay involved in
| obtaining a warrant for the purpose would seriously hamper
the investigation;
(b} the authority of a police officer not below the rank of inspector has
first been obtained; |
{c) except in cases of extreme urgency, the authority at (b) shall be
obtamed n writing. _
(2) In so far as the power of search conferred by sﬁbscction (1)

(b) above relates to premises consisting of two or more separate dwellings, it is



limited to a power to search any -

(a) - dwelling in which .the arrest took place or iﬁ whiich
the person arrested was immediately before his
arrest; and

(b)  parts of the premises which the occupier of any
such dwelling used in common with the occupiers
of any other dwelling comprised in the premises,

(3-) A police officer conducting a search in accordance with
subsection (1) may enter into and search such premises at any time of day or night
and may with or without assistance, after having made known his authority, break,
open or otherwise use reasonable force in order to gain cntry.

(4) If upon such entry and search as provided for in subsections
(1) and (2) any such property as aforesaid is found, the police dfﬁcer so entering
shall take possession of and secure such property and apprehend and bring before
a magistrate any person in or on such premises reasonably suspected of being
privy to such property being therein.

(5) It shall be the duty of the police officer who conducts any
search under the provisions of this section, at the first opportunity to submit a
report in writing to a magistrate specifying the grou11ds on which the search has

been authorised and the result thereof.

Power to 42. (D Subject to section 7 of the Criminal Law (Measures) 'Act,
erect 1991 any police officer in charge of a police station may, if he considers it
barriers and necessary so to do for the maintenance of law and order or for the prevention and
search vehicles, detection of crime, cause barriers to be erected br placed in or across any road
Ch. 101. - orstreet or in any public place, in such manner as he may think fit.

(2) Any police officer may take reasonable steps to
prevent any vehicle being driven past any such barrier, and any driver of any
vehicle who fails to comply with any reasonable signal of a police officer requi-

ring such person to stop such vehicle before reaching any such barrier, shall be

guilty of an offence and shall on conviction therefor, be liable to a term of impriso-



- Search of

a person.

Execution

nment not exceeding six months or to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars -

or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

(3) It shall be lawful for any police officer to search such

. vehicle referred to in subsection (2) for any property which the police officer has

reasonable cause to suspect has been stolen, unlawfully obtained or.is prohibited
or restricted under any other Act.

(H No police officer shall be liable for any loss or damage
resulting to any vehicle or for any injury to the driver of such vehicle failing to
obey any police officer acting under the provisions of this section.

43, (1 A police officer may search an arrested person
1f the police officer has reasonable grounds for believing that the arrested
person may present a danger to himself or others.

(Qj A police officer shall also have power in any such case to
search the arrested person for anything which he might use to assist him to escape
from lawful custody; or which might be evidence relating to an offence.

(3) The power to search conferred by subsection (2) above 1s

~only a power to search to the extent that is reasonably required for the purpose of

discovering any such thing or any such evidence. _

4) The powers conferred by this section to search a person are
not to be cons'trued as authorising a police 6fﬁ_cer to require a person to remove
any of his clothing in public.

(5 A police officer may not search a person in the exercise of

the power conferred by subsection (2) unless he has reasonable grounds for

bellevmg that the person to be searched may have concealed on him anything for
which a search is permitted under that subsection. _

(6) A police officer searching a person in the exercise of the
power conferred by subsection (1) above may seize and retain anything he finds, if
he has reasonable grounds for believing that the person searched might use it to

cause physical injury to himself or to any other person. -

4. (1) All warrants issued by a judge, magistratc or justice of the



of warrants. - peace shall be addresscd to each and all police officers and all such ofticers shall have the
' right, deer and authority to execute every such warrant.
| (2) Where any action shall be brought against a police officer in
relation to ahy act pefformed in obedience to a Iawﬁﬂly issued warrant, such police

_ officer shall be entitled to a verdict in his favour and shall receive costs.

_. Power to _ 45.  Any warrant lawfully issued by a judge, magistrate or justice
_-arrest without of the peace for the arrest of any person may be executed by any police officer
possession of - at any time notwithstanding that the warrant is not in such officer’s possession
an existing ~ at the time of arrest, provided that if the person arrested demands to be shown the
warrant. warrant, this is done as soon as practicable. |
Power to 46. (H Any police officer may without a warrant boafd any vessel or
search vessels aircraft at any place within The Bahamas and, if such officer has reasonable grbunds for
and aircraft. ~ suspicion, may search with any assistance any or every part of such vessel or aircraft

for any -

(a) property stolen or unlawfully obtained;

(b) uncustomed property;

(©) article prohibited from being imported or exported.

(2) Any police officer having entered any vessel or aircraft under
subsection (1) may, after demand and refusal of keys, break open any door or

receptacle for the purpose of the search.

(3) Any police officer searching any vessél or aircraft under this
section may seize any property or article aforesaid and may arrest any pe1son in whose
possesswn such property or article is found. _

{(4) Any police officer may pursue and arrest any person in the act of
conveymg any property or article as aforesaid away from such vessel or aircraft,
whether such person has landed or not, and may seize such property or art1cle S0
conv'eyed or found in his possession. L

Power to 47. (D) Any police officer may in the case of an emergency
commandcex commandeer any vehicle, aircraft, boat or other small craft for the pﬁrpose of

vehicle, giving such assistance as may be possible, provided that adequate compensation -
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. shall, on demand of the owner of such vehicle, aircraft or boat, or other small

craft, be paid to him by or on behalf of the Commissioner. - |

| (2)  Any owner referred to in subsection (1) who is aggrieved by
the refusal to pay such .compensation or by the amount baid may' appeal to the Suprerme
Court, ' .

| 48. All police officers are, subject to any direction given by the Attorney
General from time to time, empowered to conduct proceedings in a magistrates court

on behalf of the Crown.

49, Every police officer is invested with all the powers of a
Customs Officer under the Customs Management Act and shall be entitled to the same

immunity as a Customs Officer.

50. Every police officer is invested with all the powers of an
Immigration Officer under the Immigration Act and shall be entitled

to the same immunity as an Immigration Officer.

51. Every police officer is invested with all the powers of a Fisheries
Officer under the Fisheries Resources (Jurisdiction and Conservation) Act and shall

be entitled to the same immunity as a Fisheries Officer.

52. Every police officer stationed in the. Family Islands shall

act as gaolers when thereunto required by the Family Island Administrator of the

-district or a justice of the peace of the district within which they are so stationed.

53. Every police station shall be deemed to be a lockup house

for the temporary confinement of persons charged with offences in which such
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54, It shall be the duty of the Force to regulate and control

- traffic and to divert all or any particular kind of traffic, when, in the opinion of an

police officer in charge of road traffic, it is in the public interest to do so.

55. When any action shall be brought against any member of the Force
for any act done in obedience to the warrant of any Judge, Magistrate, Justice of
the Peace or Coroner such member shall not be responsible for any want of
Jurisdiction in the Judge, Magistrate, Justices of the Peace or Coroner issuing
the same, and such member may plead the general issue and give such warrant
in evidence, and upon producing such warrant and proving that the signature
thereto is in the handwriting of the person whose name shall appear subscribed

thereto, that such person is reputed to be and acts as a Judge, Magistrate,

~ Justice of the Peace or Coroner and that the act complained of was done in

obedience to the warrant, such member shall be entitled to have a verdict
entered for him, and shall receive his costs of suit, and every such member
of the Force shall be further entitled to the protection afforded by any Act
for the protection of persons acting in the execution of statutory and other

public duties.

PART VI
OFFENCES

56..  Any person, who, without lawful authority, wears, carries or

. is otherwise found in possession of any article of uniform or equipment calculated

to mislead members of the public to believe that such person is a police officer 'or_
is otherwise wearing, carrying or in possession of such article under the authorit:y of
this Act shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of five thousand dollars or
imprisonment for a term of two years or to both such fine and imprisonment.

57. Any person who abuses, resists, improperly or unduly

impedes or assaults any police officer appointed under this Act while in the

- execution ol his duty as a police officer, shall be guilty of an offence and
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-shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of five thouéand dollaré_

or to imprisonment for a term of two years or to both such fine and

imprisonment .

58.

59.

Any police officer who -
(a) mutinies or being cognizant of any mutiny or sedition
against the Force does not use his utmost endeavour
to suppress such mutiny or sedition; or
(b) being cognizant of any intended mutiny or sedition amongst
the Force delays in giving or fails to give information thereof
to his superior officer,
shall be guilty of an offence punishable on indictment and liable to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years.
Any police officer who -
(a) being present at any assemblage tending to riot does
not use his utmost endeavour to suppress such assemblage; or
(b) strikes or offers violence to, or draws or lifts, or offers to draw or
lift any weapon against a justice of the peace or his superior officer
while such superior officer is acting in the execution of his duty; or
(é) wilfully permits the escape of a prisoner; or
(d)  usesunnecessary violence to, or ill-treats any prisoner; or
(e) pawns, sells or misappropriates his arms, ammunition,
' accoutrements, clothing or appointments supplied to him, or ahy
_ other government property; or | o
() - - deserts; or
(g) persuédes, procures or assists, or attempts o persuade, prbcure or
assist any police ofticer to desert; or | _
(h)  knowing that any police officer has deserted or intends to desert
and does not without delay inform a superior officer of such

desertion or intended desertion,



shall be guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for a term of three .
years: |

Provided that no police officer shall be found guilty of the
offence of desertion unless the Court is satisfied that there was

an intention on the part of such officer not to return to the

Force,
Inducement 60. (.1) If any person causes or attémpts to cause or does any act
to commit ~ calculated to cause disaffection amongst the members of the Force or induces, or
breach of attempts to induce, or does any act calculated to induce, any police officer to
discipline. withhold his services or to commit breaches of discipline, he shall be liable on

summary conviction to imprisonment for a term of two years and, if he is a police

officer, he shall forfeit all pension rights and be disqualified from being a police ofﬁcer..
: (2) Any person who uses a police officer for private duty without the

authority of the Commissioner in accordance with section 107 of this Act shall be liable

on summary conviction to a fine of one thousand dollars.

PART VII

DISCIPLINE
Method of 6l. (1) Any Complaint of an offence against police discipline
dealing with emunerated in the regulations made under this Act or other misconduct
offences by committed by a police officer of or above the rank of inspector in regard
Senior ' to which proCeedingS are not instituted in a criminal court shall be the
Police : subject of an inquiry by the Commissioner in accordance with the regula-
Ofﬁéers. . tions under this Act. The Commissioner may initiate disciplinary

. proceedmgs against any such officer:
Provided that nothing in this section contamed shall apply to any
complamt made against the Commissioner or Deputy Commlsgloner or

any person acting in either of those offices.

(2) Any police ofﬁcgr of or above the rank inz_l_§_}3q_(_:_t_91_‘___ S
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found guilty 0f any such offence or other misconduct may be punished by
the Governor-General acting in accordance with the advice of the Police
Service Commission by any one or combination of the following punishments,
namely- - '

(a) dismissal;

(b)  requirement to resign;

(c) reduction in rank or seniority;

(d) fine not exceeding one month’s pay;

(e)  withholding of increment;

(f) deferment of increment;

(g)  severe reprimand,

(h)  .reprimand.

(3)  The Commissioner may summarily administer a
reprimand or severe reprimand to any police officer for minor misconduct.

62. .(1) Any contracted officer who is guilty of any of the

minor offences against police discipline enumerated in the regulations
made under this Act shall on conviction thereof by the Commissioner
or by a police officer of or above the rank of inspector authorised in
writing by the Commissioner to try minor offences, be punished for
each offence by such officer by any one or any combination of the
following punishments-

(a) fine not exceeding two déys’ pay;

(b) extra duty or fatigue du:ty not exceeding-¢ight

hours; |
(c) reprimand ;
(d) - admonishment: -
- Provided that if any contracted officer feels hi'msel_f éggrieved by any coﬁviction

or any punishment imposed by an officer other than the Commissioner, he may appeal
within forty-eight hours in writing to the Commissioner who shall allow or dismiss

the appeal and may vary the punishment.
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(2)  Any contracted officer who is found guilty of any of the ~
major offences against police discipline enumerated in the regulations made

under this Act may, on conviction thereof by any officer of or above the rank

of assistant superintendent authorised in writing by the Commissioner to try

major offences, be punished by any one or any combination of the folloWing
punishments- '

(a) dismissal;

(b)  reduction in rank (in case of a subordinate police

officer) or reduction in seniorify or both;
(¢)  afine ofup to seven days’ pay;

(d)  severe reprimahd;

(e) reprimand;

() admonishment:

Provided that the punishment of dismissal or reduction in rank may
be imposed only by the Commissioner:

Provided also that any contracted officer who feels himself aggrieved by any
conviction or punishment imposed by an officer other than the Commissioner may
appeal within forty-eight hours in writing to the Commissioner who shall allow or
dismiss the appeal and may vary the punishment.

| (3}  Any contracted officer who f_eels himself aggrieved by such

conviction or punishment imposed by the Commissioner may appeal within seven
days in writing to the Governor-General who, acting in accordance wit.h the advice
of the Police Service Commission, shall allmﬁ or dismiss the appeal and may vary
the punishment. | , | | ' |

63 (1) Any police officer who is charged with an offence punis.hable
under sections 58 and 59 of this Act or with ény offen'ce.against police discipline
enumerated in the regulations made under this Act, may be suspended or interdicted
by the Commissioner from the exercise of his duties as a member of the Force until

the charge has been finally disposed of, but shall nevertheless remain subject to the

~ discipline of the Forces-,
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(2) Any police officer who has been interdicted under the prov1sxons

of subsectlon (1) shalI durmg the period of interdiction, recewe one-half of his salary
to gether WIth the full amount of any other allowances and other emoluments to which he
may be entitled. If the proceedings do not result in any conviction or punishment against
any such member of the Force, he shall be entitled to receive the full amount of his salary
which he would have received if he had not Been-interdicted. If any conviction or
punishment is recorded or awarded, such member of the Force shall not be entitled to any
part of his salary stopped under this subsection.

64.  The Commissioner and any police officer of or above the rank
of Assistant Superintendent shall, for the purposes of investigating any complaint
of an offence against police disciprline, have the same powers as a Magistrate
under The Criminal Procedure Code of summoning and enforcing the attendance
of witnesses and examining them upon oath or affirmation énd any person

willfully and corruptly giving false evidence before them shall be deemed to

be guilty of perjury.

PART VIYH
INSPECTION AND REVIEW

65. (D The Deputy Commissioner shall be the Internal Inspector

of the Force, |

(2) The Deputy Commissioner shall inspect and review each
Branch and division of the Force and shall provide the Commissioner, on request with
verbal or written reports on such inspections.

(3)  Torthe - purpose of the discharge of his functions as Internal
Inspector the Deputy Commissioner shall have power to request from any member of the
Force any information, document or material relevant to the Force.

(4) Subject to subsection (2) the Deputy Commissioner shall as

soon as p0331ble after the end of each year prepare a report relating to internal inspection

and review of the Force for submission to the Commissioner.
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(5) Nothing in subsection (4) shall prevent the Deputy
Commissioher from submitting a report on any matter at any stage of the
mspection process. | |

(6) The Deputy Commissioiner shall where necessary. collaborate
with the External Inspecfor appointed under section 66 for the purpose of furthering

police efficiency and effectiveness.

66. (1) The Governor-General may appoint a duly qualified External
Inspector to the Force, |

(2)  The External Inspector shall inspect, and report to the
Minister on the efficiency and effectiveness of the Force.

(3)  The External Inspector shall carry out such other duties for
the purpose of furthering police efficiency and effectiveness as the Minister may from
time to time direct.

(4)  The External Inspector shall in each year submit to the Minister a
report in such form as the Minister may direct, and the VMinister shall lay a copy of that
report before Parliament. |

(5} Nothing in subsection (4) shall prevent the External Inspector from
submitting a report on any matter at any stage of the inspection process.

(6)  The Extemal Inspector may be paid such salary and allowances as

the Minister may determine.

PART IX
POLICE RESERVE

67 (1) The éxisting RQ'ya]_B'ahamz.is Police Reserve shall continue to

- be maintained under the provisions of this Act to assist the Force in discharging

its functions.

(2)  The Police Reserve shall consist of such fit and proper persons
resident in ‘The Bahamas who, having attained the age of eighteen years, volunteer for

service in The Reserve, and are enrolled as Reserve Police.
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3) The Reserve may be employed in The Bahamas for assisting
the Force in the maintenance of law and order, t.he preservation of peace, the protection
of life and property, the prevention and detecfion of crime, the apprehension of offenders,
and the enforcement of all laws with which the Force is charged.

(4) The Reserve shall consist of such numbers of Reserve Officers
in the ranks specified in the Second Schedule to this Act as may from time to time be
authorized by Parliament.

68. It shall be lawful for the Commissioner, with the prior approval of the
Minister to enlist so many fit and proper persons as members of the Reserve as the
Minister may from time to time authorize:

Provided that officers of and above the rank of inspector shal] be appointed
by the Governor-General acting in accordance with the advice of the Police
Service Commission.

69.  Police Reserve officers of and above the rank of Inspector
may be promoted and dismissed by the Governor-General acting in accordance
with the advice of the Police Service Commission and Police Reserve Officers
below the rank of Inspector may be promoted and dismissed by the Commissioner.

70. (1) A member of the Reserve while on duty shall have, exercise
and enjoy the same powers, authorities, advantages and immunities as a police
officer in the Force and shall undertake the same duties, responsibilities and
be subject to the same discipline.

(2)  Police Reserve officers shall attend such periods of training
and perform such police duties as the Commissioner may from time to time direct.

71. With the prior approval of the Governor-General, the Commissioner
may mobilize the Reserve or any part of the Reserve and during such period of
moblhzatlon every member of the Reserve shall be entltled to pay and allowa-
nces at the same rate as the member of the Force of equivalent rank

72. The Goveror-General may make regulatlons for the Reserve and

in particular but without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, may make
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(a) the ranks and remuneration of police reservists;
(b) the terms of service and discipline of police reservists;
() the training and administration of the Reserve;

(d) the duties and responsibilities of police reservists;

(e) the uniform and eqﬁipment of police reservists; and
(f) standing orders for the Reserve.
PART X

LOCAL AND SPECIAL CONSTABLES

73. Local constables appointed under the Police Act, Chapter 205
before the commencement of this Act, shall continue to serve under this Act and the
services and duties of such local constables shall be deemed to be in continu-
ation of their services and duties under any Act and the purposes of any Act rela-
ting to pension or gratuity. _

74. It shall be lawtul for the Governor-General whenever it comes
to his knowledge that any felony or breach of the peace has been committed
or is likely to be committed and that it is necessary for the protection of life
or property or for the better apprehension of offenders that the Force in any
district of The Bahamas should be temporarily strengthened, to call upon,
nominate and appoint any householder or other person residing in such
district to act as a special constable for such time and in such manner as
the Governor-General shall think fit. Every special constable shall receive
such remuneration for his time and trouble while acting as such constable
as the Minister, with the concurrence of the Minister of Finance, shall think
fit to allow and shall be entitled to a refund of all expenses necessarily
incurred by him in the discharge of his duties. |

75. Special constables shall act under the orders of the Commissioner,

or of any magistrate or of any police officer who may be present at the time.
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PART XI
POLICE CADETS

76. (1) The existing body of police cadets shall continue to be
maintained under the provisions of this Act and all cadets appointed and
and serving prior to the commencement of this Act shall be deemed to have been
appointed under this Act.

(2) The terms of appointment, training, education and conditions

of service for police cadets shall be in accordance with regulations made under this Act.

77. (1) The Commissioner may, appoint such number of persons of or
over the age of sixteen as hc. may deem fit, for the purposes of receiving special training
in police duties, and every person so appointed shall be referred to as a Police Cadet.

(2) The Commissioner shall be responsible for the direction and

control of police cadets.
PART XI1
POLICE COMPLAINTS

78. (D) The Minister shall appoint a body of persons to be known as
the Police Complaints Inspectorate (hereinafter referred to as “the Inspectorate™)
who shall undertake such functions as are prescribed by this Act. 7
(2) The Fifth Schedule shall have effect with respect to the
appointment of members of the Inspectorate.
, .79. The functions of the Inspectorate are to -
| (a) review the investi gat_ibn aﬁd determination of a _
complaint by the Complaints and Corrupti'on Branch, establishéd
under this Act so as to ensure that the investigation is conducte.d
impartially, '

(b) report to the Minister from time to time, or at his request; and
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(©) review reports from the Complaints and Corruption Branch.
80. (1 For the purpose of the discharge of their functions the
Inspectorate has the power -
(a) to request any information, documents or things with
respect to a complaint from -
(1) the Commissioner;
(i) the Branch;
(1)  any person making a complaint;
(iv)  any member of the Force against whom the
complaint was made; or |
(v} any other person who in the opinion of the
Inspectorate may be able te assist;
(b) in the case of a review of a complaint to -
(i) request all or any of the parties concerned as
well as witnesses to appear before the Inspectorate; _
(i)  request such information, documents or things as it
deems necessary to review the complaint.
(2) The Inspectorate may also give such guidance to
the Complaints and Corruption Branch as may be necessary to ensure thoroughness
and impartiality.

81, (1)  The Commissioner shall continue to maintain for the

'purposes of this Act, a unit of the Force to be known as the Complaints

and Corruption Branch, in this Act referred to as “the Branch”.
(2)  The Branch shall be charged with the responsibility for -
(a) investigating complaints made by members of the
public against members of the Force;
(b) . submitting to the Inspectorate and to the
| Commissioner -
(1) at the end of every quarter, a progress report

on the work undertaken by the Branch;
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(ii) a final report on all investigations; and
(c) such other duties as the Commissioner may assign
to it from time to time.
(3) Every investigation of a complaint against members of the
Force shall be completed within six months from the time when the matter of
such complaint arose or within such greater period not exceeding one year.
(4)  The Branch shall be headed by a police officer of
or above the rank of Assistant Superintendent save that where a complaint is made
against an police officer of a higher rank than that held by the Head of the Branch,
the Commissioner shall appoint an officer of a rank senior to that of the officer
against whom the complaint is made to investigate the complaint.
&) The Commissioner shall ensure that the Branch is supplied

with sufficient staff and facilities to receive, record and investigate complaints.

PART XIII
FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

82.  The salaries of all police officers shall be paid monthly.

83. 1t shall not be lawful for the Treasurer or the Commissioner

to deduct from the salary, allowances or other emoluments payable to any

- member of the Force any amount on account of any order, charge or

encumbrance which may have been given, made or created by such

~ member, upon his salary, allowances or emoluments except in accordance

~ with this Act or any regulations made thereunder.

84.  The salary, allowances or other emoluments of any member
of the Force shall not be liable to be attached, seized or taken in execution
by any process of law or otherwise howsoever, nor shall any such member

be liable to be imprisoned under order of any court by reason of

non-payment of any debt or demand which he may have incurred, or for
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85.  The salary, allowances and other emoluments of any member

of the Force shall be paid only to the member to whom they may be due,

except in case of illness, absence or other incapacity, when it shall be lawful

for the Commissioner to pay to an agent authorised in writing, the salary,

allowances or other emoluments due to any such member.

g86. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the decision whether
to grant, defer or withhold any iﬁcrement of salary of any police officer of or
above ﬂl@ rank of Inspector shall be made by the Governor-General acting in
accordance with the advice of the Police Service Commission, and the Governor-Generals
acting in accordance with the advice of the Police Service Commission, shall, in each
such case, decide whether the efficiency and responsibility of such officer in the
performance of his duties merit the granting of the increment.

(2) If any police officer of or above the rank of Inspector whao is
serving in a scale of salary , possesses or acquires such special qualifications or
experience as, in the opinion of the Commissioner, justifies his being advanced in
such scale of salary to an incremental point above the point in which he is then
serving, the Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of the Police
Service Commission, may advance such officer in such scale to such higher
incremental point.

(3) Every police officer appointed to a post of the rank of

Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent or Inspector, shall enter the appropriate scale or

-salary for his rank at the bottom of the scale unless the Governor-General, acting in

accordance with the advice of the Police Service Commission, approves of such police

officer entering such scale at an incremental.point therein above the bottom of the scale.
87. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the decmon whether

to grant defer or withhold any increment of salaly of any contracted police

officer shall be made by the Commissioner and the Commissioner shall in each

such case decide whether the efficiency and responsibility of such officer in the

performance of this duties merit the granting of the increment.
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7(2) ~ The Commissioner may in his discretion -
(a) grant the increment which shall then become payable
as from the incremental date;
(b) defer the award of the increment for further consideration ;
or
(c) withhold the increment for any period not exceeding one
year from the incremental date.

(3) When the award of an increment has been deferred the
Commissioner may at a later date grant the increment as from the incremental date, in
which case the arrears of salary due shall be paid to the police officer concerned.

(4) When an increment has been withheld for a period of less
than one year the person concerned shall be entitled to draw the increased salary as from
the date following the close of the period for which such increment has been withheld,
and shall be eligible for a further increment on the next incremental date.

(5) When an increment has been withheld for one year the police
officer concerned shall be eligible for one increment only on the next incremental date.

(6) - The Commissioner may in his discretion grant two

simultaneous increments to any contracted officer in recognition of exceptionally

good work or meritorious service.

88.  Without prejudice to the provisions of this Part, pensions
granted to police officers of or above the rank of Inspector shall be granted in

accordance with the Pensions Act.

.-89; (1) The Governor-rGeneral, acting in accordance with the
advice bf the Police Service Commission, may grant to a contracted officer
who haS_ -

(a) completed thirty years service, Being continuous, .
' good and efficient service, a pension of one-haif of his

salary at the time together with a gratuity equal to
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one year’s salary;
(b) attained the age of fifty years without at the time
having completed thirty years of service as aforesaid, a pension
al the rate of one-six-hundredth of his salary at that time in
respect of each completed month of such service.
(2) Any pension, gratuity or other allowance granted under this
Act shall be computed in accordance with the provisions in force at the actual date o f a
police officer’s retirement.

- 90. Where any police officer, having completed not less than ten years of
continuous service, retires from the Force at an age other than that at which or in
circumstances other than those in which he may be granted a pension in respect of such
service, the Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of the Police Service

Commission, may grant to such officer, in respect of each year of such service, a gratuity

“amounting to four per centum of his salary at the date of his retirement.

91.  There shall be charged on and paid out of the Consolidated
Iund all such sums of money as may from time to time be granted by way of
Fund all such sums of money as may from time to time be granted by way of

pension, gratuity, or other allowance, in pursuance of this Part.

92. (1)  No police officer shall have an absolute ri ght to
compensation for a pension, gratuity, or other allowance, nor shatl anything
in this Part affect the right of the Governor-General or the Commissioner of Police to
dismiss any police officer at any time and without compensation.
(2)  Where it is established to the Satisfaction of the Governor-
General that a police officer has been guilty of i'ntemp'eran'ce, negligence, irregﬁlarity, or
misconduct, the pension, gratuity, or other allowance, may be reduced or altogether

withheld.

93. (1)  No pension or other allowance, shall be granted under
this Part -

(a) to any police officer except in one of the following
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(1) on or after attaining the age of fifty-five years; or
(i)  on medical evidence, to the satisfaction of the
Minister, that he is incapable of discharging his
duties efficiently by reason of any infirmity of
body, and that such infirmity is likely to be
permanent and of mind;
(i) onretirement from the Force in the public interest
as provided in this Part; or
(b)  toany person except on his retirement from public service
in circumstances in which he is eligible for pension,
gratuity or other allowance under any law or regulations
which are applicable to such public service, and where such
_person ceased Lo be a police officer for the purpose of
entering public service,
(2) Where any contracted officer re-engaged after the completion of
thirty yéars of service or the attainment of fifty-five years of age, has been awarded a
pension pursuant to this section, he shall be entitled to receive the full salary and
allowances appropriate to his rank and standing in the Force, and no deduction shall be
made from such salary or allowances on account of the award of such pension.

94. (1) Subject to subscctions (2) and (3}, every police officer shall,
upon attaining the age of 51xty years or after rendermg forty years of service
(whichever is earlier), retire from the Force. _

(2) The Governor-General, on the recommendaﬁon of the Prime
Minister after consultation with the Police Service Comr’n.ission, may require a police
officer of the rank of Assistant Commissioner of Police to retire at anytime after
attaining the age of fifty-five years and the po_liée officer shall retire.

| 3 The Governor-General, on the recommendation of the Police

Service Commission, may require a police officer below the rank of Assistant
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Commissioner of Police but of of above thé rank of Inspector, to retire at any time a fter
attaining the age of fifty-five years and the police officer shall retire.

95. A pension, gratuity, or other allowance, granted under this
Part shall not be assignable or transferable except for the purpose of satistying -

(a) a debt due to the Government; or ‘

(b) an order of any court for the payment of periodical sums of muoney
towards the maintenance of the wife, or former wife, or minox
child, of the police officer to whom the pension, gratuity, or other
allowance has been granted, and shall not be liable to be attac hed,
sequestered, or levied upon, for or in respect of any debt or claim
whatever excepf a debt due to the Government.

96. (1) Where any police officer to whom a pension or other
allowance has been granted under this Part is sentenced to death or a term of
imprisonment by any competent court for any offence, such pension or allowance
shall, if the Minister so directs, ccase as from such date as the Minister determines.

(2) Where any police officer is sentenced to death or a term
of imprisonment by any competent court for an offence after retirement in circumstances
in which he is eligible for pension, gratuity, or other allowance, under this Part but before
the pension or gratuity is granted, then the -

(a) provisions of subsection (1) shall apply as respects any pension or

other allowance which may be granted to him; and
{b) Minister may direct that any gratuity which may be granted to him,
shall not be paid. '

(3) Where a pension or other allowance ceases, or a gratuity s . 7
not paid, by reason of this section, it shall be lawful for the Minister to direct all or any
part of the moneys to which such person would have been entitled by way of
pension, gratuity, or allowance, but for the proviéions of this section to be paid, or

applied.

(4) Where any police officer whose pension or other allowance -

ceases, or whose gratuity is not paid, by reason of this section after conviction at any time



receives a free pardon, the pension or allowance shall be restored with retrospective
effect or his gratuity shall be paid; but in determining whether arrears of such pension or
allowance are payable to such police officer i.n computing the amount thereof and the
amount of any gratuity, account shall be taken of all moneys paid or applied under

subsection (3).

Pensions : 97. (1) Where a police officer dies as a result of an injury received
and benefits during the course of his employment, it shall be lawful for the Governor-General
to dependents acting in accordance with the advice of the Police Service Commission to award
when a to the dependents of such deceased police officer, in such proportions as may be
police officer advised, a sum equal to two years salary which such deceased police officer was
dies as _ receiving at the date of his death.

a result of (2) In addition to subsection (1), where a police officer dies
injuries as a result of injuries received -

received, or (a) in the actual discharge of duty; and

disease. (b) in circumstances in which the injhry is not wholly or

mainly due or seriously aggravated by, his own serious and
culpable negligence or misconduct; and

(c) on account of circurstances specifically attributable to the nature
of his duty, while on the Force, it shall be lawful for the

Governor-General to grant-

(i) if the police officer leaves a widow, and no children,
a pension to her at a rate not exceeding of his three-
fourths of the police officer’s annual pay at the date
of injury; | _

(i)  if the deceased pblice officer leaves a widow and
a child or children, a pension to the widow ata .
rate not exceeding one-fourth of the police officer’s
annual pay at the date of injury and a pension in
respect of each child until such child attains the

age of eighteen years, of an amount not exceeding an



(i)

(iv)

)

()

aliquote part of three-fourths of the annual pay

at the date of the injury;

if the deceased police officer leaves a child or children,

but does not leave a widow, a pension in respect of each
child until such child attains the age of eighteen, of an
amount not exceeding an aliquote part of the police

officer’s annual pay at the date of injury;

if the deceased police officer leaves a child or children and
a widow to whom a pension is granted and the widow
subsequently dies, a pension in réspect of each child, as
from the date of the death of the widow and until such child
attains the age of eighteen years, of an amount not
exceeding an aliquote part of the annual pay at the date of
the injury;

if the deceased police officer does not leave a widow, and if
the police officer’s mother or where the mother is dead, the
police officer’s father, was wholly or mainly dependent on
the police officer for support, a pension to the mother,
without adequate means of support, or where the mother is
dead, the police officer’s father, while without adequate

means of support, at a rate not exceeding one-fourth of the

police officer’s annual pay at the date of injury;

if the deceased officer leaves a widow to whom a

pension is granted under this section and no children,

and a mother, of where the mother is dead, a father .wh'o

was wholly or mainly dependent on the police officer at the
time of his death, a pension to the mother, or, where the
mother is dead, the father, while without adequate means of

support, of an amount not exceeding one-fourth of the

police officer’s annual pay; S



(vii)  inany case which in the opinion of the Minister is one of
| hardship, a gratuity to any person or persons to whom a
| pension may be granted in accordance with the provisions
of this section so, however, that such gratuity or, Where
- more than one gratuity is granted, the aggregate of such
gratuities shall not exceed a sum equal to one year’s pay of
such police officer at the date of the injury:
Provided that - _

(a) a pension granted to a child under this section shall cease
upon the marriage of such child under the age of eighteen
years and the amount of the pension shall not be divided
amongst the remaining children;

(b) in the case of a pension granted to the father of a deceased
police officer under either paragraph (v) or paragraph (vi),
if it appears to the Minister, at any time that the father is
adequately provided for with other means of Support such
pension shall cease as from such date as the Minister may
determine;

() notwithstanding that a pension to a child of a deceased
police officer should cease when such child attains the age
of eighteen years, if such child was incapacitated at the
time of the deceased police officer’s death and was wholly
or mainly dependent on the police officer the Minister may,
in his discretion, grant, or, as the case may be, authorize the
continued payment after attainment of the age of eighteen
years of, a pension in respect of such child, during the
period of incapacity or for such period as the Minister may,
in his discretion, determine and the Minister may, in his
discretion, increase or reduce the amount of pension

payable in respect of such child, to such amount as the



' Mi_niéter thinks fit. _ _
- (3)  Inthis section a reference to "widow* includes a reference to
“widower”, .
| (4) The child of any police officer killed in the line of duty shall be
entitled to free tertiary education at The College of The Bahamas.

(5) The dependent of any police officer killed in the line of duty shall
be entitled to free medical care at any Government medical facility.

(0) Without prejudice to the foregoing, the Government may grart
any combination of benefits to any dependent of a police officer killed in the line of duty
before the commencement of this Act.

(N For the purpose of this section, unless the contrary intention
appears - |

(a) the word child includes -
(1) a posthumous child,
(i)  achild of the family, a child deemed to be a child of
the family or a child born out of wedlock before the

date of the injury and wholly or mainly dependent
upon the deceased police officer for support; and

(iif)  anadopted child, adopted in a manner recognized
by law, before the date of the injury and wholly or
mainly dependent upon the deceased police officer
for support;

(b) = references to a police officer being injured in the
circumstances detailed in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c)of
subsection (2) and to the date on which an injury is
sustained shall respe(‘:ti.vely be construed as including
references to his contracting a disease to which he is
exposed specifically by the nature of his duty, not being a
disease wholly or mainly-due to, or seriously aggravated

by, his own serious and culpable negligence or misconduct
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and fo the date on which contracted. _

(8)  For the purposes of paragraph (a) of subsection (2), a police o fficer
who dies as a result of injuries received while travelling by air in pursuance of offici al
instructions shall be deemed to have died in the circumstances detailed in paragraphs (a)
and (c) of subsection (2).

| (9)  The Minister may take into account in such manner and to
such extent as he may think fit against any award made under this section -

(a) any damages that he is satisfied have been or will be recovered by
the dependents of a deceased police officer conseciuent on the
injury to the police officer which resulted in his death; and

(b) any benefits that have been or may be awarded to such
dependents under the National Insurance Act or any
insurance maintained by the government in respect of
such injury under any insurance policy maintained by the
government in respect of such injury and he may withhold or
reduce the award according] y.

(10)  Nothing in this section shall authorize the making of an

award where the date on which an injury is sustained is more than seven years prior to the
date of the police officer’s death.

{11)  For the purposes of this section -

“dependant” means a person -
. (.a) who is under the age of cighteen years; or

(b)  who having attained the age of eighteen but not
twehty—ﬁve years, is either receiving full-time
instruction at a educational establishment or -
undérgoing training for a trade, proféssion or
vocation in such circumstances that he is required to
devote the whole of his time to that training; or

(¢c)  whose earning capacity is impaired through illness

or disability of the mind or body.
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98. (1)  Any police officer who on the recommendation of the Medical
Board ceases to be a member of the Force on account bf ill-health (not occésioned by
his own fault or misconduct) or on account of injury suffered during the course of his
his employment as a member of the Force, or who has been discharged under the .
provisions of section 21 of this Act, and whose conduct, in the opinion of the Governor-
General acting in accordance with the advice of the Police Service Commission, has been
satisfactory may be granted in licu of the gratuity provided for by section 90 of this Act, a
pension in respect of every completed year of service amounting to one-seventy-fifth of
the annual salary which such police officer shall have been receiving at the time of his
ceasing to be a member of the Force as aforesaid; and provided that when the injury
received by such officer in the opinion of the Medical Board has resulted in or is likely to
result in permanent total disablement, such police officer shall be entitled to receive the
full amount of the pensibn for which he would have been eligible had he ceased to be a
member of the Force after thirty (30) years of good and efficient service and in addition
to receive as compensation a sum equal to twelve (12) months satary:
Provided further that when the injury received in tlﬁe opinion of the Medical
Board, has resulted in or is likely to result in permanent partial disablement, such police
officer shall be entitled to receive compensation as hereinafter mentioned, that is to say -
(a) in the case of any injury specified in the first
column hereunder written, such percentage of the
compensation which would have been payable in
the case of permanent total disablement as is

specified directly opposite such injury —

Injury Percentage loss of earning capacity
Loss of eithér arm above or at the elbow................. L 70
Loss of either arm below the 1O 70
Loss of leg at or ébove the knee.........c...oooeenin, 80
Losé of leg below the knee................ooooi 60
Permanent total loss of hearing...............coooveren . 100

Loss of one Y€ e 400
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Loss of thumb...ccoovveeoeivee, s e 30

Loss of all toes of dne (010 SR 20.
| Loss of one phalanx of thumb......c......cocc e, 10
Loss of index fINGET..civiei e - 14
Loss of great toe......ccoviiveieiiiiie e 14
Loss of any finger other than index finger.............. 7

(b}  in the case of any injury not specified in paragraph
() of this subsection, the compensation payable shall be
such percentage of the compensation payable in the case of
permanent total disablement as is proportionate to the loss
of earning capacity caused by the injury. Such loss of
earning capacity shall be determined by the medical board
whose decision shall be final.
(2)  For the purposes of subsection (1)} of this section “permanent
total disablement” means such disablement as is of a permanent nature and which
incapacitates such police officer for any employment in the Force or 'elsewhere, and
“permanent partial disablement” means such disablement as is of a permanent nature and
which reduces the earning capacity of such police officer in every employment which he
is capable of undertaking at the time.
99.  No deductions in the salary of a police officer shall be made while
on sick leave as a result of injuries sustained during the course of his duty save as
provided for in regulations made under this Act, where such injury is not attributable to
his own negligence., ,
100.  Fines, penalties, forfeitures and stoppageé imposed under this
Act upolnl any member of the Force for any offence under this Act or for any

offence against police discipline enumerated in the regulations under this Act, shall be

enforced by deducting the amount from any salary, allowances or emoluments due, or

which may become due, to the offender.

101.  Any police officer who is absent without leave shall in
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pay and allowances for the whole period of such absence.

102.  There shall be payable out of the Consolidated Fund -

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)
8y,
(2)

()

the charges and expenses incurred in obtaining fit and

proper persons for the Force;

the travelling expenses to and from and within The Bahamas of

members of the Force or other persons employed or in any way
connected with the Force or engaged in the Force;

the riecessary outlay on arms, ammunition, accoutrements, clothing
and other appurtenances in the opinion of the Minister proper for
the use of the Force, and a sum for the purchase of instruments and
music for a band;

rewards to members of the Force for zeal and efficiency in the
discharging of their duties;

rewards for the detection and prevention of crime;

rewards for bravery;

expenses of and incidental to the apprehension, arrest,
transportation and maintenance of persons charged with criminal

offences;

all other charges and expenses incurred in carrying this Act into

cfféct.

103, Where a police officer proceediﬁg by a route approved by

the Minister at the commencement or termination of his service therein, or of a

period of secondment, duty leave, or leave therefrom, dies or is permanently

injured as the result of damage to the vessel, aircraft, or vehicle, in which he is

travelling, or of any act of violence directed against such vessel, aircraft, or vehicle, and

the Minister is satisfied that such damage or act is attributable to circumstances arising

out of any war, such police officer shall be deemed to have died or to have been injured

(as the case may be) as the result of injuries received -
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(a) in the actual disch'arge of his duty; and _
(b} incircumstances in which the injury is not wholly or mainly due to, or
seriously aggravated by, his own serious and culpable negligence or

misconduct; and .

{c) on account of circumstances specified attributéB!e to the nature of his
duty.
104, (1)  No forfeiture of the pay of any member of the Force shall
be imposed unless authorised by this Act, or some other enactment and no
deduction from such pay shall be made unless so authorised.

(2)  Regulations shall not authorise the making of any penal
deduction, that is to say, a deduction to be made by reason of the commission of any
offence or other wrongful act or in consequence of any negligence.

3) Subsections (1) and (2) shall not prevent the making of
regulations providing for the imposition of any forfeiture authorised by this Act or the
making of any deduction so authorised, or for the time at which sums may be deducted
from pay to give effect to authorised deductions or the manner in which amounts may be

so deducted in order to recover any fine imposed in pursuance of this Act, or as to the

- appropriation of any such sum or a amount when deducted, or of providing for the

determination of questions relating to forfeitures or deductions.

(4) Notwithstanding that forfeiture of pay of an officer for any

period has been ordered in pursuance of this Act, he shall remain in receipt of pay, but

the amount received for that period may be recovered from him by deduction from pay.

(5) . Any amount authorised to be deducted from the pay of an

officer may be deducted from anjr balance (whether or not representing pay) which may

‘be due to him as an officer and references in this Act to the making of deductions from

pay shall be construed accordingly and the whole or any part of any sum forfeited from
an offenders péy may be recovered by deduction from any such balance.
105. (1) Where any court in The Bahamas has made an order against

any person (in this section referred to as the defendant) for the payment of any

periodical or other sums specified in the order for or inrespect of -
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(a) the maintenance of his child;

(b) any costs incurred in obtaining the ofder; or

(c) any costs incurred in proceedings on appeal against, or for

the variation, revocation or revival of, any such order,

and the defendant is a member of the Force then (whether or not he was a member when
the said order was made) the court may order such sum to be deducted from the pay of
the defendant and appropriated in or towards satisfaction of the paymenf due under the
order.

(2) Where to the knowledge of the court making any such order

as aforesaid, or an order varying, revoking, or re?iving any such order, the defendant is a
member of the F orcé, the court shall send a copy of the order to the Commissioner.

3 Where such an order as is mentioned in subsection (1) has

been made by a court of a Commonwealth country outside The Bahamas, the order shall
have like effect as if it were made by a court within the jurisdiction of The Bahamas:
Provided the court is satisfied that the defendant has had reasonable opportunity of
appearing in person, or has appeared by a duly authorised legal representative, to defend
the case before the court by which the order was made.

(4) The court may by order vary or revoke any order previously

made under this section.

(5 In this section -

(a) references to an order made by a court in The Bahamas include
references to an order registered in or confirmed by such a court
under the -provisions of any law which makes provision for the
enforcement in The Bahamas of maintenance orders made outside -
The Bahamas; references to a child include, in relation to an order
made In proceedings in connection with the dissolution or
annulment of a marriage, references to a person Who would have
been the child of the defendant if the marriage .had subsisted;

(b) references to a child of a person include references to a child of his

wife, and to a child bom out of wedlock or adopted child and in
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this paragraph adopted child means a child adopted (whether alone
or jointly) in pursuance of an adoption order made under the
Adoption Act.

106. (1) All fines imposed under the provisions of this Act or any
regulation made thereunder for any offence against discipline shall be paid to a Deposits.
Fund to be placed to the credit of the Rewards and Fines Fund.

(2} No payment shall be made from the Rewards and Fines Fund

except upon the authority of the Commissioner.

(3) The Commissioner may in his discretion, sanction payments

from the Rewards and Fines Fund for any of the following purposes -

{(a) assistance to the spouses or families of deceased members of the
Force of or below the rank of Inspector, or to any such members
discharged from the Force as medically unfit for further service;

(b) contributions towards prizes fo be given at athletic meetings and
similar events organised by or for the beheﬁt of the Force;

() payments to members of the Force below the rank of Inspector as
rewards for meritorious acts of service in the execution of duty, if
such payments are not met from the revenue of The Bahamas;

(d) expenditure for the benefit and advancement of authorised
recreation and sport and other branches of police activity organised
within the Force. 7

(4) All rewards, forfeitures and penalties which by law are

payable to informers, when the information is laid by a police officer, shall be paid into

the Rewards and Fines Fund.

(5) The percentage of fees requested to be paid to the Commissioner

for the engagement of police officers for privéte work shall be paid into the Rewards and

Fines. Fund.

107. (1) The Commissioner may on application by any person,.hereafter

in this section called the applicant, approve the private engagement of a police

of Private Engage-  officer at such place and for such period as the Commissioner may approve and
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thereupon for the period aforesaid the applicant shall pay to the Commissioner
when required to do so the cost, calculated in accordance with the rates from time to time
specified in regulations made pursuant to this Act.

(2) All monies received from the privaﬁe engagement of a member of‘
the Force shall be paid in accordance with regulations made pursuant to this Act.

(3) All monies received for the private engagement of a member of the
Force shall be paid to a Deposits Fund to be placed to the credit of the Private
Engagement Fund.

4) Any amount due from an applicant under the provisions for this
section shall be a debt due from the applicant to the Government.

(5) No payment shall be made from the Private Engagement Fund
except upon the authority of the Commissioner.

(6) The Commissioner shall make regulations governing the use of -
funds in the Private Engagement Fund.

108. (1) The Commissioner may on application by any person, hereinafter
in this section called the applicant, permit the Band of the Royal Bahamas Police Force to
undertake a private engagement at such place and for such period as the Commissioner
may approve and thereupon and for the period aforesaid the applicant shall pay to the
Commissioner when required to do so the cost calculated in accordance with the rates
from time to time specified in regulations made pursuant to this Act;

Provided that in the case of any performance for charity the Commissioner
may in his discretion waive the whole or any part of such payment.

(2) All monies received from the private engagement of the Band shall
be paid in accordance with regulations made pursuant to this Act,

| (3} All monies received for the private engagement of the Band shall

be paid to a Deposits Fund to be placed to the credit of the Band Fund.

(4) Any amount due from an applicant under the provisions for this
section shall be a debt due from the applicant to the Government.

(5} No payment shall be made from the Band Fund except upon the

authority of the Commissioner.
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- (6) Payments from the Band Fund shall be used for matters concesrning
or connected with the exigencies of the Band.
109, (D) The Commissioner shall keep proper accounts and other
records in relation to the Rewards and Rines Fund, the Private Engagement Fund, the
Band Fund, the Canteen Fund or any fund established under this Act and shall prepare
annually a statement of accounts in a form satisfactory to the Minister of Finance.

2) The accounts of the Commissioner shall be audited by an
auditor appointed annually by the Minister and approved by the Minister of Finance .

(3) Nothing in this Act shall prevent the Auditor-General from
carrying out any functions of auditing or reporting on the accounts of the Commissioner
and for that purpose the Auditor-General shall be entitled to have access to all books,
records, returns and reports relating to such accounts.

110. (D) The Commissioner shall, in each year submit to the Minister
a report containing -

(a) an account of his transactions throughout the preceding financial

year in such detail as the Minister may direct; and

(b) a statement of the accounts of the Commissioner audited in

accordance with section 109.

(2) The Minister shall cause a copy of the report together with a
copy of the auditors report to be laid before both Houses of Parliament and such reports
shall be published in one newspaper published and circulating in The Bahamas.

HH. (1) All property which has come into the possession of the
Force in respect of which the owner has not been ascertained and no order of a
competent court has been made with respect thereto shall be dealt with as
follows - '
(a) when such property is a perishable article or its custody involves
' unreasonable expense or inconvenience the same may be sold as
soon as convenient after it has come into possession of the Force;
(b)  when such property consist of money, the same shall be dealt with

in all respects as is hereinafter provided with regard to the



proceeds of sales hereby authorised after it has remained in the
possession of the Force for six months and has been advertise=d for
fourteen days, .
(2) The proceeds of all sales hereby authorised shall, after
‘deduction of expenses, be paid forthwith to the Deposit Fund and placed to
the credit of the Rewards and Fines Fund:
Provided that property found by any person other than a police
officer not being otherwise provided for by Jaw and which has not been claimed by the
real owner may be delivered to the finder on his claiming the same, but such delivery to
the finder shall not be made until the property has remained in the possession of the Force |
for six months or, in the case of animals, fourteen days.
3) In the event of such property being of a nature which
necessitates an immediate sale, the proceeds of the sale shall be deposited in the Deposit
Fund and credited to the Rewards and Fines Fund. On the expiration of six months such
proceeds after deduction of the expenses of sales, may be delivered to the finder on his
claiming the same, provided that the proceeds have not been claimed by the real owner.
(4)' In all cases in which property deposited with the Iorce, or
the proceeds thereof, is delivered to the finder, such finder may be required to execute a

bond of indemnity to the Force in respect of such delivery.

PART XIV
SERVICE OUTSIDE THE BAHAMAS

Governor- - 112, The Governor-General,' may on the application of the Gove-
General’s mment of a neighbouring territory, order such number of police ofﬁc.ers as

~ power to ~ he 1ﬁay think fit to proceed for service to such territory, subj'ect nevertheless to his
sénd police first being satisfied that the full cost of providirig such pblice officers for service
officers to in that térritdry, including the salafies of such officers while so serving, will be
neighbouring defrayed by the Government of that territory.
territories, |

B
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113, Whenever any police officers from the police force of a
neighbouring territory are present in The Bahamas in respect to an application
made by the Minister for the purpose of assisting the Force in a temporary
emergency, the following provisions shall have effect with regard to such
officers -

(a) they shall be under the orders of their own officers
present with them, if any, subject, however, to the
conirol of the senior officer present whether he be a member
of the Force or of the police force of the neighbouring territory;

{b) they shall have and may exercise the powers and shall be liable to
perform the duties of police officers or equivalent rank in the Force
and shall for those purposes be deemed to be members of the
Force;

(c) the provisions of any Act or other law affecting the discipline,
punishment, terms and conditions of service of such officers
whilst serving in such neighbouring territory shall, so far as
circumstances admit, be applied in The Bahamas as if such Act
or other law were part of the general law of The Bahamas:
Provided that -

() no such law as aforesaid shall be interpreted, in its
application within The Bahamas, as conferring any power
on any officer of the Force to punish any officer of the
police force of the neighbouring territory for any offence
against discipline;

(i1))  where any such law confers on a court or magistrate of the
neighbouring territory jurisdiction to try and award |
punishment for any such offence as aforesaid, such
Jurisdiction may be exercised by a court or magistrate
possessing comparable jurisdiction within The Bahamas;

(d) any contract of service between any such officer and the
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Government of the nei ghbouring territory may be eﬁforced in The
Bahamas in the same manner and with the like effect as if it h.ad
been made between such officer and the Government of The
Bahamas. |

For the purpose of this Part of this Act the expression "neighbouring” territory
means any territory which the Minister may, by notice publish in the Gazette, declare to
be a neighbouring territory for the purpose of this Part:

Provided that no such notice shall be published in respect of any territory unless
and until the Minister is satisfied that satisfactory arrangements have been or will be
made for the inclusion in the law of that territory of provisions reciprocal to the fore going
section of this Part of this Act.

114. The Minister may order that any police officer shall proceed to any
place outside The Bahamas for the purpose of undergoing instructions or training or for

duty or employment.

PART XV
MISCELLANEOUS

115, (1) Upon reasonable suspicion that any person is a deserter
any police officer may apprehend him without a warrant and forthwith bring him before a
court having jurisdiction in the place wherein he was found which may deal with the
suspected deserter or remit him to a court having jurisdiction in the place in which he has

deserted.

(2) Every police officer who shall absent himself from

- duty without leave for not less than thirty consecutive days without satisfacfory

explanation, shall be held to have vacated his position automatically. .

116.  Any member of the Force charged with any offence under
this Act or the regulations made thereunder may be arrested and confined until he
can be brought before the Commissioner for the charge to be investigated. |

 117. The various Family Island Administrators shall be and are
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hereby respectiveljr invested within their districts with the powers and authorities
by this Act given to officers of the rank of Inspector or above:

Provided that such powers and authorities shall not be exercised at
any time when an officer of or above the rank of Inspector is present within the District.

118.  The Minister may assign for the use of the Force such
buildings as may be available and may make such further provision for accommodation
as necessary. The Commissioner may assign any such accommodation to any police
officer and may require him (o reside therein.

119. (D Notwithstanding the provisions of any Act to the contrary, it
shall be lawful for the Commissioner to establish and maintain police messes and
cantcens and to sell wine, ale, beer, spirits and other goods by retail in such messes and
canteens without having previously obtained a licence for that purpose.

(2) It shall be lawful for the Commissioner as he may think fit to
make rules in regard to the hours during which such canteen shall be kept open each day
for the sale of wine, ale, beer, spirits and other go’ods. and for the proper management and
control of the canteens. 7

3) Ail monies received for the sale of goods under this section
shall be paid to the Deposit Fund to be placed to the Credit of the Canteen Fund.

4) No payment shall be made from the Canteen Fund except
upon the authority of the Commissioner.

5 Payment from the Canteen Fund shall be used for the
purposes of establishing énd maintaining police messes.

120. (1) The reasonable funeral expenses of all members of the Force,
dying whilst in the executioh of their duties shall be paid by the Government of The
Bahamas. ' _ 7.

(2) All expenses payable under subsection (1) shall be paid out
of the Consolidated Fund, o

121. Where a police officer is charged before a court with an offence arising

out of or in the course of the execution of his duty and the Attorney-General is satisfied

that such officer acted in good faith in the execution of his duty, such police officet shall
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be granted legal aid as approved by Cabinet in the conduct of his defence.

122, Every member of the Force shall avoid public expression of
political and sectarian opinions and shall bear themselves with strict impartiality in all
matters.

123, The Governor-General may, on the advice of the Minister after
consultation with the Commissioner, award a medal of good service to any civilian who
was instrumental in the detection and prevention of crime.

124. (1)  The Commissioner may, on application by any person requiring a
character certificate, issue such a certificate on the payment of a fee as determined by the
Minister.

Provided that no fee shall be payable where the Minister of Finance is satisfied
that the applicant is unable by reason of financial hardship, to pay the fee.

(2) All fees payable under subsection (1) of this section shall be
payable into the Treasury for the credit of the Consolidated Fund.

125. (1) The Minister may make regulations for the carrying out of the
objects of this Act and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing may make
regulations -

(a)  to establish Police Consultative Committees in
communities throughout The Bahamas to assist the Force in
obtaining the views of the public;.

(b) to establish panels of lay visitors in communities throughout The
Bahamas to visit and examine where people are detained by police;

(c) relating to the appointment, dismissal and promotion, leave, |
resignation and discipline of police officers;

(d)  relating to the detention, treatment, q’uéstioning and identification
of persons detained by the Police; .

(e) relating to internal arréngements for inspection and review within
the Force, the qualification of ihspectibns and to external
arrangements for inspection and review;

8 for the establishment of the police cadet prdgramme;
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(g)

(h)

)

(k)

y

(m)

(n)

(0)

(p)

(q)

)

to enable and encourage the efficient and effective operétion and
administration of the Force;
qualifications of persons seeking enlistment;

forms of certificates of appointment and other forms to be used

under this Act;

conditions of service, leave and weekly rest days;

conditions under which police officers may be provided for private
purposes;

taking of measurements, photographs and fingerprints of persons
in lawful custody;

public and private performances by the Band;

administration of the Police Rewards and Fines Fund;
appointment, promotion, leave, resignation, release; dismissal and
re-engagement of reserve police officers;

the establishment of stores for arms and ammunition deposited by

the public and the regulation thereof including the imposition of

fees, the destruction of any ammunition which is or is likely to

become dangerous and the destruction, sale or other disposal of
any firearm which is abandoned or in respect of which the fees

have not been paid for any period exceeding two years;

for the award of medals, badges or other awards for such services

or acts as may be prescribed and for the wearing of such medals,

badges or awards.

The Governor- General may make regulations under this Act

with respect to all or any of the following matters that is to say, the terms of service,

promotion, transfer, resignation and such other matters concerning police officers as

may seem to him necessary.

126.  The Minister may, by Order, amend any of the Schedules

10 this Act,



Repeal of ' 127. " The Police Act, Chapter 205 and the Police Service Act, 2007 are
Ch, 205, hereby repealed.

and No,

26 of 2007.



FIRST SCHEDULE

(section 5)

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFICERS IN THE POLICE FORCE

Commissioner

Deputy Commissioner
Assistant Commissioner
Chief Superintendent
Superintendent
Assistant Superintendent
Chief Inspector
Inspector

Sergeant

Corporal

Constable

Recruit

Police Officers




10. Sui)ject to the provisions of this Act, the Inspectorate
may make rules respecting the manner in which reviews are conducted before him, and

for any other matters pertinent to his functions.
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